Fry’s Spring Neighborhood Association

March 14, 2007

http://avenue.org/fsna

Attendees:
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Peggy King

James King



Becky Sims


Hugh Dornan

Jack Wilson



Mary Wilson


Johnny Parks

Beverly C. Adams


Tim Williams


Genii Williams

Brian Haluska


Jack Gwynn


Joe Mooney

Paul Beyer

Krista 
B


Susan Mortell

Mayor David Brown


David Lee


Phil D. Chase

Chip King



Steven Shuman

Susan Lee Foard
Meeting, Date and Time

The second Wednesday of each month at Cherry Avenue Christian Church.


Time: 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.     Use Front Entrance

April 11, 2007 - Next FSNA meeting - Mark Your Calendars

Items are timed to allow meeting to end by 7:30 p.m.

Starting Time: 6:00 p.m.
Special Award - FSNA- “Neighborhood of the Year”


The Fry’s Spring Neighborhood Association was recognized by the Charlottesville Planning Commission by a special award accepted on behalf of FSNA by John Santoski, President, for the “Neighborhood of the Year Award, 2007" on March 13, 2007.  This award was given in recognition for its organizational efforts and dedication in advocating on issues that 
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Special Award - FSNA- “Neighborhood of the Year” (Continued)

concerned its residents, including traffic calming, drainage on Old Lynchburg Road, and the widening of JPA bridge.  (Daily Progress, March 14, 2007, from staff reports)


“It’s just a wonderful group of people who turn out every month to keep fighting for what they feel is important in the neighborhood,” said John Santoski, the neighborhood association president, after collecting the award.  (Daily Progress, March 14, 2007, from staff reports)


John brought the award to the FSNA monthly meeting the following evening, March 14, 2007, to share with the members who had achieved this recognition for a lot of diligence and hard work on behalf of their neighborhood.  

Special Guest - Mayor David Brown

Mayor Brown gave over an hour of his time answering questions on the large amount of 

issues suddenly bombarding the Fry’s Spring Neighborhood over the past three or so years.  To start the discussion Mayor Brown was advanced three questions ahead of time by the FSNA Board.

autonum  What is the status of the Cleveland/Cherry/Willard intersection improvements?  Is the city still committed to using the money proffered by the Cherry Hill development for its improvements?


autonum  Will CIP funds be used to pay for the drainage and sidewalk improvements to Old Lynchburg Road?  If not, from what source will the money come?

autonum  What guiding principle will be used to ensure that the interests of the city are protected in dealing with the county?  How will that affect individual neighborhoods such as Fry’s Spring Neighborhood?


Upon being introduced Mayor Brown shared a hat he had worn to reflect one of the issues worked on by the FSNA - “Fear the Thumb.”  This brought chuckles from the folks in attendance.  For further insight into the full meaning of this, one only needs to read the posted minutes on the FSNA Web site for the last three years. (http://avenue.org/fsna) Thankfully, “the thumb” has been removed!


In answer to the first question Mayor Brown shared with FSNA that to his understanding that Jeannie Alexander, Traffic Engineer of Neighborhood Development Services, would be presenting her work covering ideas to make the Cherry/Willard/Cleveland intersection safer at the May 9, 2007 FSNA meeting.  Further, it is Mayor Brown understands that the work done 
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Special Guest - Mayor David Brown (Continued)

at this dangerous and very busy intersection would be covered by the Proffers from the Cherry Hill development.  This long awaited remedy, by the neighbors of the Fry’s Spring Neighborhood, to make this corner safer was given a boost when Mayor Brown reaffirmed that this work will occur more sooner than later and this intersection will be a much safer corner for everyone.   


When asked to comment on the funding source for the upgrades which are necessary for Old Lynchburg Road Mayor Brown said that we were correct that CIP funds were to be used for the sidewalks, however some proffer monies would possibly be used to help with the needed drainage overhaul that has been needed for over thirty years from JPA to Middleton.  The project plan is to stress pedestrian and bicycle safety and in no way are any monies to be used that would make this residential street anchored on one end by a family park and on the other end by a historical beach club for families of the area a wider or faster street. Increased pedestrians are already at a high risk as they try to navigate this dangerous street to reach the city bus stop at JPA and OLR as well as to other destinations for jobs, shopping, and laundry needs to name three. The current problem with the high volume of mostly speeding cut through traffic many miles over the posted residential speed of 25 M.P.H. is to be abated, not increased!  The engineering phase of the project is progressing.  The neighbors are waiting to get the next update from Tony Edwards, Engineer.  There was to be a “Kick off Meeting” in January.  Mr. Edwards said that they would not be ready in February.  We have not gotten a March update as yet.  It is the neighbors’ understanding that after the initial presentation to everyone that individual property owners would be consulted as to what works best for their property as the terrain of the land differs among the properties. (Information shared by Secretary Jeanne S. Chase, resident of Old Lynchburg Road, prior to the FSNA meeting being called to order.)  


Mayor Brown agreed with FSNA as to the neighborhood having their plates full with major stressors seemingly all at once.  Conversation was shared as to whether the earlier thinking of several years ago of a new zoning ordinance which addressed density and by right in developing property was perhaps pushed through too fast.  This is certainly felt by the neighborhood as development does not seem to be taking a breath as it is seemingly non-stop.  Take a drive down Cherry Avenue, down 5th Street, down Old Lynchburg Road, down Sunset Avenue Extended, and down Cleveland Avenue to name but a few. Cherry and Ridge and Raymond Road bring on new challenges due to the topography of the land for development. All of these areas affect the Fry’s Spring Neighborhood in many ways as well as sharing the neighborhood as members of our community.  Pushing density for transit?  One might argue that this may not be as sound a decision as once contemplated. Council is readdressing Downtown. Does Charlottesville want to be like New York City with high buildings and lose the characteristics of the town that brought people here in the first place to escape the faster sense of cities? Too much too soon?  Time will be our teacher.
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Special Guest - Mayor Brown (Continued)

Addressing the narrowing of the original design of the JPA bridge to enhance a bridge design that is the entry point into a neighborhood and not a throughway Mayor Brown 

complimented the downsizing design work of Adrienne Dent and Michael Petrus of the JPA bridge.  This could also result in a savings of $100,000-$200,000 in the rebuilding of the bridge.  Because of this redesign it may mean an additional wait of fifteen months before the start of the bridge and then the work would commence over the next year to twelve to eighteen months.   While under construction the bridge is to continue to be open to pedestrian and bicycle traffic which will certainly help out during football season as noted by sports fans in the audience!  VDOT does not require another public hearing, but an ad will appear in the newspapers advertising any upcoming meeting to discuss the new design of the bridge project at JPA by VDOT.  A further question was asked as to how this new bridge design will dovetail into the design of the intersection of Maury/Fontaine/JPA.  Mayor Brown responded that this intersection would be one of intelligent design to compliment the bridge.  Further information relative to the bridge from Mayor Brown was that an upcoming City Council meeting will discuss the JPA Bridge in a Public Hearing.  Adrienne Dent will be in contact with the Mayor relative to this event.  (Secretary’s note: This date for this City Council meeting was verified to be on Monday, April 2, 2007.  However, Jeanne Cox, has shared with us that the JPA bridge item would follow the Budget discussion that is slated to start at 7:00 p.m.)  Adrienne Dent should be contacted should questions arise relative to the JPA Bridge project.

Cherry Hill Development - How did the plans ever get approved with only one entrance and one exit onto Cherry Avenue?  This is another example where the Fry’s Spring Neighborhood was never asked for input and the neighborhood is very much affected by the decision rendered.  A question from Andrea Wieder asked if FSNA could approach City Council for yet another time to ask for the second entrance and exit to this development while it is in the process of being built.  Mayor Brown said that he would think that if a plan was formulated and brought before City Council that the councilors would take a serious look at this possibility.  It was offered by some who were in attendance that the second entrance and exit was a common sense idea for a variety of reasons.

How did Old Lynchburg Road, a residential street from Azalea Park to Jefferson Park Avenue, get tagged as an arterial roadway and who did the tagging?  An observation was given that Fontaine and 5th Street are designated as such and that OLR was designated early on to remain a residential street.  A further observation was that the Fontaine/Sunset Connector would help relieve the burden currently felt by the Fry’s Spring Neighborhood with the high volume of mostly speeding traffic.  Mayor Brown offered that no one ever envisioned the huge amount of development hitting all at one time...both in and around Fry’s Spring Neighborhood.  There must be another incentive rather than the use of the residential street of Old Lynchburg Road as a cut through route.  Scott Burns viewed a recent remark by Jim Tolbert as being somewhat flippant when sharing minimized road capacity numbers that were viewed as not “on the mark” with reality.
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Special Guest - Mayor Brown (Continued)
All neighborhoods in the City of Charlottesville feel like they are being sacrificed because of a lack of a clear overview for traffic.  Andrea Wieder offered the question: If the Council is 

elected and the Planning Commission is appointed, then what is stopping the City Council from saying to the Charlottesville Planning Commission, “Hold it!  Put everything aside on your plates.  Critical decisions must be addressed and addressed now before anything further is approved.”  Council needs to help the Planning Commission to get a different focus.  

The question was raised whether the City of Charlottesville would offer up in good faith $3 million in “seed money” for the Fontaine-Sunset Connector, as Albemarle County Supervisor Dennis Rooker has suggested, with at least that much money being offered by the County of Albemarle, the University of Virginia and the developers of Biscuit Run and the Granger Property.  It was felt that the University of Virginia drives the housing market and the County of Albemarle needs to do their part with the university to build the needed roads as quickly as the road was built from the John Paul Jones Arena to the 250 Bypass.  Mayor Brown offered, “How can we do roads together that are forced by the County of Albemarle decisions?”
A further question was asked if the closing of Old Lynchburg Road would help get the needed Fontaine/Sunset Connector built. The Council knows that the move would be supported by Old Lynchburg Road residents and other Fry’s Spring Neighborhood residents in order to get their residential street back to the expected level of safety for pedestrians and bicyclists.  One of the huge issues being faced daily is the major problem with speeders.  Mayor Brown offered that Chief Longo is finding recruitment for additional officers to be problematic at this time due to a lot of variables including: declining career choice; normal applicant pool now involved in world military conflicts; benefits and pay.  According to Mayor Brown the Council is making some headway toward pay increases, benefits, retirement, and disabilities in their budget for the Charlottesville City Police.  Several people voiced the need for traffic enforcement.  

John Santoski commented on the fact that the FSNA was not consulted in any of the stages of planning for the Cherry Hill and the Huntley developments and as a result we start to get the sense, “Oh, yeah, we hadn’t thought about it.”  The whole scene seems at many junctures to be very haphazard and not as well thought out as needed.  Now, because of these oversights, the created problems are harder to correct.
A new name is needed for NDS.  Joe Mooney’s suggestion at City Council for the name to be changed to Neighborhood Preservation Services is looked upon as a sound idea. John Santoski asked the question, “How do you help us preserve our neighborhoods and develop sensibly?”  An idea put forth by the mayor is to create an ombudsman who is a true neighborhood advocate.
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Special Guest - Mayor Brown (Continued)

A fear exists that roads promised will evaporate in the current development maze.  Examples of roads promised but dropped were in the subdivisions of Mill Creek and Redfields.

It does not seem to be working to build residences first...why not roads first...followed by the residences?  The land would then be available for both.  The infrastructure would be planned and built in timely fashion...and in the right order.

Mayor Brown stated that there are “encouraging currents” with leadership from the County of Albemarle and the City of Charlottesville being serious about working together for the good of our whole area.  Where is the University of Virginia in the equation of putting ideas and resources in the mix of solutions?  Will bonds be able to be floated for projects that need to see completion before problems are magnified and compounded?  Will it be possible to lobby for the ability to create a tax district?  If this is a sound idea, what benefits would it bring to our area?  What will be the guiding principal to guide the City of Charlottesville and the County of Albemarle?  Will it be connectivity?  Will it be to protect our neighborhoods?

Mayor Brown suggests that Karen Firehock, former Charlottesville City Planning Commissioner, is a valuable community resource.  Karen is very strong in environmental issues and can provide day training for city workers as well as citizens in understanding where environmental protection is needed and what to look for at a variety of sites.  A drawback to the current process in development questions is that some things look good on paper on the site plans, but when put into actual practice problems arise and corrections are not addressed soon enough.  As several folks in attendance at the FSNA meeting addressed it is very frustrating and sometimes even alarming to visit sites to see the land and nearby streams being unduly challenged without work being halted immediately to correct the situation before the problem is compounded.  The question was raised as to how this can be and how can this be redirected onto more responsible paths for better stewardship of our natural resources for the next generation?  Mayor Brown felt that the workshops conducted by Karen would be able to address the need for the awareness of clear violations and how to detect such for resolution in a timely fashion before advancing.

James King asked if the County of Albemarle plan for the neighborhood model district was being supported also by the City of Charlottesville.  Mr. King felt that Albemarle County was doing better with the neighborhood model.  He further felt that this neighborhood model would help with population and would make our area show more “walk worthiness.”  In a recent Albemarle County Planning Commission meeting, on March 13, 2007, it was noted that Marcia Joseph, chairperson, was doing a remarkable job in advancing the idea of the City of Charlottesville and the County of Albemarle getting together to do more mutual planning on solving issues surrounding common goals of the area.

Dogwood Housing is for sale.  Mayor Brown expressed concern that Dogwood Housing is for sale and that this puts this wonderful affordable housing for area residents into the arena of 
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Special Guest - Mayor Brown (Continued)

speculative purchasing by persons who may or may not have the same intention for families of our area.  If the purchaser does not continue the tradition of the Dogwood Housing for affordable housing than our area would stand to lose a lot.

Concern was expressed by Andrea Wieder for families who currently get no tax relief while watching assessments go up 12%-15% each year.  The concern was also expressed as to the number of homes being built in the range of $500,000 and up in our community.  Questions were raised as to what was driving our community to overlook the critical need for housing for folks in the middle and lower incomes in needed career fields who work daily at full and several part time jobs, which are integral components of our community and cannot afford the current housing. 

Further conversation was shared with the preservation of Old Lynchburg Road as a residential street and not burdened as an arterial road as it was never intended according to earlier records.  This residential street should have pedestrian and bicycle emphasis.  This would also enhance Azalea Park as the family park.  Old Lynchburg Road is an obvious candidate on which to place this emphasis.

A request was heard by residents of Monte Vista to lock Azalea Park at night to discourage improper use of the park after hours.  Presently it has been observed that some vehicles are being driven unnecessarily over the sod causing great damage to the area that has had work done to correct problems of drainage.  Gunshots have been heard in the park and early prevention can redirect this activity away from the park.  

Scott Burns asked Mayor Brown if clocks could be put on the speakers at City Council meetings.  Mayor Brown said that each speaker is guaranteed three minutes to speak. 

Mayor David Brown gave over an hour of his time to come to the Fry’s Spring Neighborhood meeting and his time was greatly appreciated.  He indicated a willingness to return at some future FSNA meeting and we hope that he will do so.  He also indicated that he was willing to go on a drainage walk on Old Lynchburg Road and to get a better idea of the problem with the high volume of speeding traffic.  Jeanne Chase and other Old Lynchburg Road neighbors await the opportunity to sign up Mayor Brown for this opportunity!  The FSNA appreciated Mayor Brown’s candor in answering a wide field of concerns and issues.

In closing Mayor Brown shared his appreciation for city staff and their professionalism.  He also requested their continued treatment of respect and kindness.
Brian Haluska, our neighborhood planner for Fry’s Spring Neighborhood, takes over from Ashley Cooper.  Both Brian and Ashley will maintain a project or two in their old district until completion, but with the elevation of Missy Creasy in their department, a new planner was hired and a restructuring took place among their duties.  Brian was welcomed by John Santoski and the 
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Brian Haluska (Continued)

Fry’s Spring Neighborhood.  Brian indicated that he is very available to the citizens of the neighborhoods to which he is assigned.

Jim Fitzgerald, University of Virginia representative, jimf@virginia.edu, came to share facets of his job as a liaison with the university and the community.  The monthly newsletter is available and if you are not currently receiving such and want to receive it, just get in touch with Jim at his e-mail address listed earlier.  A question was asked about the plywood fence going up beside the new dining hall on Alderman Road.  Scott Burns was able to answer the question and said that it would be an underground holding area for water run-off.  The area will have a giant hole dug, a holding area created, and then the area will be covered over again.

Briefly:

· Cherry, Willard, Cleveland Intersection - Full discussion - May 9, 2007- Jeannie Alexander of NDS will present ideas.   Plan to attend!

Questions?  Contact Andrea Wieder

· Huntley - Public Hearing in April - Check Web site for periodic updates - Questions? Contact Andrea Wieder

· Old Lynchburg Road Improvements - Currently in the engineering phase - Details and updates awaited from Tony Edwards, Engineer.  Questions? Contact Jeanne Chase

· JPA Bridge - New design phase - Questions? Contact Adrienne Dent

· CIP Funds, other than for OLR, Application due in April - forward ideas to John Santoski     Questions?  Contact John Santoski

· Chief Longo’s Charge - Create Trust; Build Relationships, Collaborative Problem Solving   (What are the three top concerns in living in Charlottesville?)  Ideas?  Forward to Sgt. Steve Upman, upmans@charlottesville.org  

· Ads in C-Ville Weekly and The Hook - Will be addressed at the FSNA Board Meeting the first week in May.  Questions?  Contact Andrea Wieder

· Starting Time for FSNA Meetings? 6:00 p.m. WINS (6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.)
· Ideas for April Agenda Items?  One item to start: Introduction of the new manager for the Fry’s Spring Beach Club    Another idea - November election - what candidates will promote and protect neighborhoods? Are there candidates from Fry’s Spring Neighborhood who will run?  Other ideas?  Contact Jeanne Chase
Page 9

Briefly (Continued):
· Azalea Park - next on list of parks for improvements. Questions?  Contact  Mike Svetz, Parks and Recreation or Mike Farruggio, Planning Commission Rep.
· May 1, 2007 - FSNA Board Meeting - Terri DiCintio’s Home, Time? 6-8 p.m.

· The Charlottesville Police Department Share District 1 Information (District 1 is the Fry’s Spring Neighborhood):

District 1 Officer (by shift) and Supervisors

Shift One (midnight shift 11:45 p.m. - 7:45 a.m.): District Officer - Hakeem Pedro 

(Days off Fri/Sat); Shift Supervisors - Lt. Wendy Lewis; Sgt. Shawn Bayles; Sgt. Rodean Shaner; Sgt. Lee Sidebottom.

Shift Two (daylight shift 7:45 a.m. - 3:45 p.m.): District Officer - Wayne Bettinger 

(Days off Thurs/Fri); Shift Supervisors - Lt. Ronnie Roberts; Sgt. Richard Hudson; 

Sgt. Mike Farruggio; Sgt. Tom McKean.

Shift Three (evening shift 3:45 p.m. - 11:45 p.m.)  District Officer - Mark Jones 

(Days off Tue/Wed); Shift Supervisors - Lt. Gary Pleasants; Sgt. Greg Davis; 

Sgt. Mike Gore; Sgt. Randy Higgins

To leave a message for any of the officers or supervisors, call the non-emergency phone number at the Emergency Communications Center (ECC) 977-9041.  The ECC will contact the officer with your message once they report for duty.
Respectively submitted,

Jeanne S. Chase

Secretary, FSNA

Final Copy of March 14, 2007 Minutes 

March 21, 2007

